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Chebeague Island School Committee Meeting Minutes Held at CIS 
September 15, 2015 

 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at  6:40 pm by School Committee Chairperson Beverly John-
son.  Present:  School Committee members Beverly Johnson, Jeff Putnam, and Carol White; 
Superintendent Principal Mike Pulsifer, and Pre-K Teacher Nancy Earnest; and guest Joan 
French.  Suzanne Rugh and Jennifer Belesca were both excused absent.   
 
Flag Salute 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Approval of the Agenda 
A motion was made by Carol White and seconded by Jeff Putnam to approve the agenda, with 
adjustments to not address items 8a (CIS Facility Study) and 9b (School Committee Orienta-
tion) due to two School Committee members being absent.  Those items will be placed on the 
next School Committee agenda.   The motion was approved 3-0.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Jeff Putnam and seconded by Carol White to approved the minutes of 
the September 1, 2015 School Committee meeting.  The motion was approved 3-0.   
 
Correspondence 
A letter from Cathy Breen, District 25 State Senator was reviewed.  Also, a notice from 
MSMA about the October 22 and 23 conference was reviewed.  If anyone has interest in 
attending the conference, see Mike for registration.  When a more complete agenda is publi-
cized for the two days, Mike will share that with the School Committee.   
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Reports 
School Committee Chairperson Beverly Johnson reported that her workshops at Hogg Island 
were a huge success, and she made some valuable contacts there that will benefit CIS.  She 
was able to make a connection who will come to Chebeague Island in the Spring and paint a 
map of the United States on the playground tar, for only the cost of the paint.    This can be 
used during our US studies.  Also, Seabird Sue and Steve Crest (Project Puffin) were at the 
conference, and agreed to come to CIS to work with our students during their birding unit of 
study.  Additionally, Beverly applied for a grant from the Recompense Fund, and she found 
out that CIS was awarded the grant, and the funds will support a field trip for students coming 
up on September 25th and it will enable us to purchase student writing journals.   
 
Mike Pulsifer reported that the beginning of school went well, and the students and staff at 
CIS are into the routines and schedules already.  CIS will have an Open House on September 
22, 2015 from 5:00 - 6:00 pm and everyone is looking forward to seeing a good crowd attend 
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the Open House.  And finally, Mike noted that CIS was awarded a REAP (Rural Education 
Achievement Program) Grant again this year, and the funds will be used to facilitate programs 
and equipment for students. 
 
Old Business 
A discussion on the presentation by Steve Blatt and associates at the last School Committee 
meeting was held.  The members present agreed that a more in depth conversation among the 
full School Committee needs to be held when everyone is in attendance.  That topic will be 
put on the next School Committee agenda.  The members present also agreed to move forward 
with a school program and school use study, and a motion was made by Carol White and 
seconded by Jeff Putnam to have the superintendent contact Steve Blatt to get that study com-
pleted.  The motion was approved 3-0.   
 
The School Board orientation was not done, and will be put on the next School Committeee 
agenda.   
 
AP warrant #4 was reviewed by the School Committee members present and approval was 
authorized for that warrant.   
 
Other Business 
Carol White informed those present that she has some concerns with the morning congestion 
and increased traffic flow at the Stone Pier.  Her concerns were mostly centered on the number 
of students being dropped off from cars, and when combined with the school bus dropping 
off students as well, she has seen some safety traffic and pedestrian issues.  Mike agreed to 
send home a notice to parents about bus and pedestrian safety, and to speak to the bus driver 
about ways to hopefully make things safer.  In addition, Mike will speak to the Town Manager 
to see if there are any other ways to insure safety for our students.   
 
Adjournment 
Beverly Johnson motioned and Jeff Putnam seconded to adjourn the School Committee meet-
ing at 7:24 pm.  The motion was approved 3-0.   
     
      

 

  


